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M.S.N. Grad Equipped to Train African Nurses 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Anyone pursuing a remote graduate degree program expects to 
encounter challenges. But for Michael Cole, a missionary nurse in Africa, those obstacles were 
exacerbated by poor international internet connection, a demanding full-time job and a four-hour 
time zone difference. 
  
What inspired Cole to take on such a task? His desire to serve. Now, equipped as a nurse 
educator with his Master of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.), Cole will begin training a cohort of 20 
future Togolese nurses this summer. 
  
Cole’s experience with medical missions began at birth. The child of missionaries in the 
Philippines, Cole spent his early childhood watching his father serve as a pediatrician at a small 
mission hospital. 
  
Though Cole’s parents eventually transitioned to church planting ministry, Cole retained a love 
for medicine. During his high school years, a teacher suggested Cole pursue nursing as a 
quicker means of entering the mission field. Following in the footsteps of his father, Kenneth 
Cole, 1970 Cedarville graduate, he enrolled at Cedarville University where he graduated with 
his Bachelor of Science in Nursing and the cross-cultural nursing minor in 2004. 
  
Cole enlisted in the United States Navy after graduation, where he served as a nurse until 2014. 
After completing his military service, Cole contacted the Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism (ABWE) about serving as a missionary. 
  
The ABWE told Cole about a hospital they were opening in the West African nation of Togo, and 
he agreed to work as a nurse there for a year. While serving at the Hospital of Hope, from 
December 2014 to April 2016, Cole met his wife, Anna, who was serving as a missionary nurse. 
  
“We started dating and traveled back to the U.S. to get married,” Cole explained. “We 
completed additional missionary training, went to France in fall 2017 to start language school 
and then returned to Togo in fall 2018.” 
  
Since 2018, Cole, his wife, and their two sons, Benaiah and Judah, who were both born in 
Togo, have lived in Togo. The only exception was this past April 2021, when Cole traveled with 
his family to southwest Ohio to complete and graduate with his M.S.N. — a degree he had been 
pursuing part time since 2016. 
  
“I learned I enjoyed teaching during my time in the U.S. Navy, and I saw how I could use that to 
train nurses in Togo,” Cole shared. “We’ve had 917 applicants for a class of 20. Not all of our 
students will be Christians, but we have the opportunity to educate them with spiritual truth. 
There will be a devotional every morning, along with biblical applications to patient care and 
prayer. For three years, I get to invest in these students’ lives.” 
  
Though relieved to have finally completed his graduate degree, Cole is grateful for how 
Cedarville faculty and staff members adapted to unorthodox circumstances. 
  
“They worked with me through difficulties like the time zone and poor internet, and they 
understood my specific goal of being a missionary nurse educator,” Cole shared. “And of 
course, they have the biblical worldview and foundation that’s critical to nursing.” 
  
As he steps into a new role at the Hospital of Hope, Cole is excited for the continued 
evangelistic benefits of medical missions in addition to his new educator role. 
  
“Medical mission work is an excellent way to draw people in because people need health care,” 
he explained. “We meet people’s physical needs and through that are able to meet their spiritual 
needs, sharing with them about the hope we have, telling them about the gospel, and offering to 
pray with them. Over a dozen village Bible studies have begun from this.” 
  
“Since the hospital’s beginning in 2015, we’ve registered 75,000 patients,” he added. “That 
means 75,000 people have heard the gospel at least once, and likely also their family members 
who brought them to the hospital since we have gospel films playing and chaplains praying in 
the hospital wards.” 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist 
institution with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more 
than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in 
Ohio, recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, 
including the Master of Science in Nursing - Nurse Educator program, strong graduation, and 
retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and high student 
engagement ranking. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.  
  
Written by Heidie Raine 
 
